129.   NOTE ON CORRESPONDENCE^

The result of the correspondence was that the Government
at last gave their reason for prohibiting the visits referred to, viz.,
it was in the public interest that the said visits were prohibited,
but that, if in future I wanted to see anybody in particular, the
Superintendent was to send the name or names to the Govern-
ment. I may add that to the last moment the names of all who
wanted to see me had to be submitted to the Government. In
spite of the Government statement, in my case and [in the case
of] those who were in the same block with me, the Superintendent
had no discretion to grant permission to visitors, which he had in
the case of all the other prisoners.

Young India, 6-3-1924

130.  COMMENT ON PRISON CONDITIONS*
For reasons I do not wish to enter into at this stage, I am un-
able to publish further correspondence in this matter. But I may
state that I was permitted to see two of the leading hunger-strikers
in the presence of the Superintendent of the Jail and the Inspec-
tor-General of Prisons. The result was that Messrs Dastane and
Dev, the two prisoners, appreciated the moral argument I advanc-
ed, and at once broke their long fast. The Government, after in-
vestigating the cause of flogging and surrounding circumstances,
issued instructions that no flogging was to be administered by
the Jail Superintendent without previous sanction from the Gov-
ernment except in the case of assault by prisoners upon Jail
officials, or like conduct. I have observed that exaggerated re-
ports were published about the conduct of Major Whitworth
Jones, then Superintendent, and that he was described as an in-
humane Superintendent, and his conduct as inhuman. Whilst,
in my opinion, the flogging in question was a grave error of judg-
ment on the part of the Superintendent, it was nothing more.
1 This was published under "Letter to Jail Superintendent, Yeravda",
16-4-1923.   The other letters sent   by   Gandhiji to the Jail authorities are
placed in their chronological order.
2 This was published under "Letter to Jail Superintendent, Yeravda'%
29-6-1923.